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6 THOUGHTS UPON LIBERTY. 
Heaven, which are more tenacious of it. Nay, it may 
be doubted, if any Nation ever was: Not the Spartans, 
not the Athenians: No, not the Romans themſelves, who 
have: been celebrated for this. ery. Ya A the Foote 
and Hiſtorians of. all ages. 8 5 


. * Wc. 7 8 * 


3. Was it not from this 1 * our c 
Forefathers ſo violently oppoſed all foreign Invaders? 

That Julias Ce/ar himſelf, with his victorious Legions, 
could make ſo little impreſlion upon them? That the 
Generals of the ſucceeding Emperors, ſuſtained ſo many 
lofles from them? And that, when at length they were 
overpowered, they rather choſe to loſe all they had than 
their Liberty ; to retire into the Cambrian or Caledonian 
Mountains, where if they had 3 __ * * 


at leaſt enjoy their native Frecdom ? 


4. Hence aroſe the vehement ws of the Cambro- 
Britons, 3 ſo many generations againſt the yoke, 
> * _— — — 8 4 3 

impoſe upon t em: Hence the ſtruggles o nglifh 
Barons, againſt ſeveral of their Kings, leſt they ſhould 
loſe the Blefling they had received from their Forefathers. 
Vea, the Scotts Nobles, as all their Hiſtories ſhew, 

Would no more bear to be enſlaved thaw the Rimane. 
All theſe therefore, ' however differing from each other 
in a thouſand other reſpects, e ing the 
deſirableneſs of e as a ee 


WX. 


under the ſan. CD 


8. Such was the ene 07 a all our e Go 
"gi earlieſt Ages. And is it not alſo — Senſe 
_ of the Nation. at this day? Who can deny, that the 

whole Kingdom is con for Liberty ? Id not the e 
for it gone forth, not — 4 through every part of our 
vaſt Metropolis, tom che Wekk end of the City to the 
Eaſt, from the North to the South, ſo that inſtead of #0 
ee ide 0 there is nothing but complain- 


& 4 ing: 


. 8 
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e 
Ws 


ing: But likewiſe into every corner of our land, borne 
by all the four winds of heaven? Liberty, Liberty, ſounds 


5 gn every 


ry County, every City, every Town, and 
6. Is it not for the ſake of this, that the name of our 
| reat Patriot, (perhaps not ſo admirable in his private 
| 22 6s the Man of Nef, or fo great a Lover of his 
than that of any private man has been in nd for 
theſe thouſand years? Tat his very Picture is ſo joyſully 
received, in every Part of E and ireland That 
we ſtamp 2 almoſt ſaid, adored) Name, on our 
Handkerchief 
Veſſels of various kinds, as well as upon our Hearts? 
Why is all this, but becauſe of the inſeparable Con- 
nexion between Wilkes and Liberty ? Liberty that came 


down, if not fell from heaven; whom all England and the 


No ” * . eth f 4 2 I 
© * "= k mY 


F. But mean time wighe it no be adviſable to conß - 
der, (if we are yet at leiſure to conſider any thing.) 
What is Liberty? Becauſe it is well Known, the word ig 


capable of various Senſes. And poſſibly it may not be 


equally deſirable in every ſenſe of the word, 


: * 
#* 4 1 6 * 
* 3 1 - 12 * 228 2 
5 2 1 1 } > 9 4 


8. There are many Nations in America, thole particu- 
- larly that border du Georgia and Carolina, herein if one 
diſappreves of What another ſays, or perhaps diſlikes 
. his looks, he ſcorns to affront him to his face; neither 
does he betray the leaſt diſſatisfaction. But as ſoon. as 
. opportunity ſerves, he ſleps from behind a tree, and 


| ſhoots/him. And. none calls, bim that does, it to an. ac 


count. No: This is the Liberty. he derives from his 
ner 357 wngy doifer ane 991595 
9. For many Ages the free Natives of Hrefand; ns well 
as of the Scorrife Highlands, when it was convenient for- 
1 Fs WS, | them | 
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on the chearful Bowl, yea, and on our 
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them, made an Excurſion from their woogs.or fainef 
and carried off, for their own proper e, the ſheep, and 
ren, and corn of their neighbours 1 — Li 
berty "which the Oneals, the Conde elle, an 
Septs and Clans, of venerable antiquity, "Tx received, 
by -aoyt te dition, een their Anceſtors; . : 
* ä xt 3918 

oh we Almoſt alt the elde in ee as. 
Apt as in- the Malumerum and Ha gun, have claimed, 
more eſpetially in the time of War, another kind of L- 


* 


7 berge That of borrowing the Wives and Daughters of 


nick that fell into their hands; 8 if they 
pleaded ſeruple of Conſcience or Honour, uſing a little 


neceſſafy Force. Perhaps this maybe — e Liberiy 


of War. ' But Iwill not poſitively: affirm; that it has "* 4 
-ver been uſed in —— Country, even in ei time of 


Peace. . e. . N d i 99001909 ACS 


Nerds dan men ee uh NX 0 I; 9999 b 
14. In fon Ge of Europe, ddd n 
„there have been inſtances of yet another ſort -F 
Tien; that * _ 4 Monarch to account; and, if 


need Were, tak his head; that ij if he did not 

behave in "a Qui Fd manner to. wur ee Loods che 

ä | 105 
„ 35 Haw 4 (2373 at vivaniod qiizw;> 


-. 


12. Now, chat we may not always be — at ran- 


dom, but bring the matter to . determinate point; 
Which of theſe ſorts of Liberty do ybu deſire d Is it the firſt 


; E 2 The Liberty of teothlig "on, the head, or cutting. 


throats of thoſe we are out of conceit with Glo- 
rious Liberty indeed! What would not King Mob do, 
to be a with it but for a few Weeles? But, Fron- 
- "tive, calm, ſenſible men do not deſſre to ſee them in- 
truſted with it. They apprehend} there might be ſome 


| conſequences, which, upon the whole, would · nor redound 


10 the Nr e of the Weg., 
N $571 9:41 299 vun n 16 o 
765 oy Rat! ayes . gilt 2 2 1s drk; tu * 
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13. Is the ſecond more deſirable? The Li of 
taking, when we ſee beſt, the goods and chattels of our 
neighbours? Undoubtedly, thouſands in the good Gy 
- of London, (ſuppoſe we made the experiment here firſt) 
would be above meaſure rejoĩced thereat, would leap as 
broke from chains. O how convenient would it be, to 
have free acceſs; without any Jett or hindrance, to the 

cellars, the pantries, the larders, yea and the coffers, of 
their rich, overgrown landlords ! But perhaps it would 
not give alkoperher fo much joy, to the Lord Mayor or 
Aldermen : No, nor even to thoſe ſtaunch: friends of 
Liberty, the Common Councilmen. Not tbat they re- 
* gard their own intereſt at all: but, ſetting themſelves out 

ol the qugſtion, they are a little in doubt, whether this 
Liberty would be for the good of Trade. Wi, 


14. Is it then the third Kind of Liberty we eontend 


for; che Liberty of taking our Neighbours Wives and 
Daughters ? Ye pretty Gentlemen, ye beaux Eſprits, 

. will Je not, one and all, give your voices for this natu - 

. Tal Liberty? Will ye not u.,“ I we cry aut againſt 

Monopolies of other kinds, ſhall we tolerate the 
Monopoly of Women?“ But hold. Are there not 

ſome among you too, who have Wives, if not Daughters, 

of your own ? And are you altogether willing, to 77 

the firſt Comer with them ? I ay, the firſt Comer: for 
/ obſerve! As you are to give the Liberty you take, ſo you 

7 moſt not pick and chu your men: Tou know, by la- 

"ture, all men are on a level. Liberty! Liberty! No 

_ reſtraint! We are free-born Eng/i/bmen : Down with the 

_ fences! Lay all the incloſures open ! No: it will not 

do. Even Nature recoils. "whe che not yet poliſbea 


enough for this, 5 
* 13 bl 8 r # 2 -F ">" % 
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18. Are, we not ripe however for the fourth kind of 


 - Liberty, thatof removing a diſabedient King? Would Mr. 


we 


W, illes, 


: 


ISIS. 


will not ſound well, even in the ears of 


10 THOUGHTS UPON LIBERTY. 


Wilkes, would Mr. Harne, would any free Briton, have 


any objection to this ? Provided only, that, as ſoon as 


our preſent Monarch is removed, we have a better to 
put in his place. But, ho is he? ay John That 

is greateſt ad- 
mirers. And whoever calmly conſiders the characters 


and endowments of thoſe other great men, Wwho may 


2 Br 


what is that — ger 


endowed him with under 


accsunt of himſelf to Gap, Con 


£ 2 


think themſelves much ficter for the office than his pre- 
' ſent Majeſty, will hardly concur. in their opinion: 80 
- that a difficulty lies in your way. Whatever elaim you 


may have to this liberty; you muſt not uſe it yet, be- 


erer vou cannot tell where to find a better Prince. 
N29 4 been 333 TY3-34 4. 
8. But to ſf * feriouſly.. Theſe thin being ſet 
- aſide, which ow mob dignify by 1 name; 
* o Waal, which 
every wiſe and good man ee It is either Religious : 
or Civil. Religious 5 is, à liherty to chuſe our 
- Own Religion, to wor ob ac cording to wr own 
Conſeience, accordin to, "he be ih ht'y we Wan. Every 
man living, as man, has a righ 1, 28 het is 4, 5 
Oteature. The Lee n is Tight. 
Iod every 08 ray 
_ judge for. himſelf; 28 770 2 5 ma n muſt Se an 
pray "this is an in- 
deſeiſible Right: it is. inſeparable ft e Humanity. | 
And Gon did never give. authority 1 2 any man, or 
© number of, men, to deprive 107 5 1265 3 
under any. colour. 2 pfetente ha an 
amazing thing is it the that jk 88 part . c 
. almoſt every nation Ader eaven ſhould ; have . tal 
upon them, in all ages, to rob all under their power of 
this Liberty? Yea, ſhould take ypon them at this day 
ſo to do! To force Rational Creatures, into their own | 
Deion ! Would one think it poſſible, that the moſt 
ſenſible men, in the world, ſhould {a to their fellow- 


Features, Either de f my Religion; or Twill take : 
away your Food, "ARE Loa, 28 Your Wife, and 
© Children. 


Ni * 


q 
5 
k 
L 


I. will fetter your hands and feet, and throw! rt 


ſeen the horrid fires ? Have: not the flames burning the 


Elizabeth's; days, yet hanging, eveh for Religion, was hot. 


: ally harraſſed, by preſecutions in the Biſhops's Court or 


A 


rable Period, Every Parſon, Vicar, or other Miniſter, 
whatever, who has any benefice within theſe realms, 


were the manner of Anerican Savages: But What ſhall 
we ſay, if numberleſs ãnſtances of it hay occurred, in 


ne means; During his Whole reign, what Liberty had 
the Puritans ? What Liberty had they in the following 


THOUGHTS/UPON- LIBERTY.) 11 


<<. Children ſhall Garve.2/If chat will not convince) von,. 


«<. into a. dungeon. And if fill you will not. /ee as I e, 
«2 will burn you alive.“ iis a 10 * nne 10 * 


„ 2 t AS i * 83 Wet : 5 f 4 "= wy 
1. It would nqt be altogether ſo aſtoniſhing, if this 


the politeſt Nations of i Europe? Have no inſtances of the 
kind been ſeen in: Rriaain ; Have not England and Scotland 


fleſh of Heretics ſhone in London ab well-as in Hari and 

Liſbon ? Have we forgot the days of good Queen Mary ? 
©; they will be had in everlaſting remembrance. And 

although + Burning was opt of faſhion in Queen 


t is true, her Succeſſor did not go quite fo far. But 


eben King Jams allow Liberty of "Conſcience * By 


Reig y 


? Af they were not -- perſecuted unto death; 
on ch eventually indeed many of them were, for. they 
ied in their impriſonment) yet were they not continu» 
Star- chamber ? By fines upon fines, frequently reducing 
them to the deepett poverty ? And —5 mpriſonment ſor 
months, yea ' for years together, till many of them, 
eſcaping with the ſxin of their teeth, left their Ct 
and Friends, and were driven to ſeek their bread in the 


wilds of 'Americe ? However, | we may ſuppoſe, all this 
was at an end, under the 3 


Cbarles 
the Second. Was it indeed? Where have they lived who 
ſuppoſe this > To wave a thouſand. particular inſta ners; 
what will you ſay to thoſe. two publick Monuments, 
i AR of Uniformity, and the Act againſt Conven- 
ricles.? In the former it is enacted, to the eternal ho- 
nour of the King, Lords and Commons, at that memo- 


ſhall, 
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12 THOUGHTS UPON:-LIBERTY. *' 

4c ſhall, before the next twenty fourth of Auguſt; openly 

«and publickly declare, his unfeigned Aﬀent and Con- 

4 ſent, to all and every thing contained in the Book ' 

« of Common Prayer, or ſhall 96 fucto be deprived of 

« all his benefices! Likewiſe if any Dean, Prebendary, 

«© Maſter, Fellow, Chaplain or => Sy * any Colle 

« Hall, Houſe of Learning, or Hoſpital, any 57 

1 Proſeſſor, any other perſon in holy 99 an 1 

0 Schoolmaſter, or Teacher, or Tutor in an | 

«Family, do not ſubſcribe hereto, he ſha! 2 b 
«<©fa20 deprived of his place, and ſhall by: unterly 4 


« abled TT A append 
1 Lt e. i . ' 


Pro oe ever! See how well 3 25 1 1 r . 
n golden days! ; hs | 70 


1 
* Li 2 


80, by this glorious AR, thouſhmis of men; Ear « 
no crime, nothing contrary either to Kc es ercy, or 
Truth, were ſtript of all they had, of their Houſes, 
Lands, Revenues, and driven to ſeek where they could, 
or beg their bread! For what? Becauſe they did not dare 

to worſhip God according to other men's Conſciences l 

So they and their Families were at one ſtroke turned out 
of houſe and home, and reduced to little leſs. than be 
gary, for no other fault, real or pretended; but becauſe 
they could not aſſent and conſent: to that manner Me 
ww: which their path wee proferidad. 5 

But * was not all. 110 was e add by — 
— merciful Lawgivers, If any perſon act as a teacher; 
0 tutor, or ſchool-maiter, in any private family, before 
«© he has ſubſcribed hereto, he ſhall ſuffer three months 
n {ve ppp mpg rer N or eee cone 1 


6 1 


© Liberty For brett Here i is Seni E. 7 
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By virtue of the Act againſt Conventicles, if any cons. 
tinued to worſhip Gop according to their own. Con- 
ſcience, they were firſt robbed of their Subſtance; and, if 
they perſiſted, of their Liberty; often of their Lives alſo, 


For this erime, under this our moft bd and gracicus 
d Gop, he was 


King (What were they who publickly to 
ſuch !) Eugliſbmen were not i of their goods, 
but denied even the uſe of the free Air, yea and the 


light of the Sun, being thraſt by Hundreds into dark and 


loathWme Priſons! _- = 


18. Were matters much better in the neighbouring 
Kingdom? Nay, they were inexpreſſibly worſe. Un- 
heard-of Cruelties were practiſed there, from ſoon aſter 
the Reſtoration till the Revolution *. What fining, plun- 
dering, beating, maiming, impriſoning, with the moſt 
ſhocking circumſtances? For a, Specimen, look at 
Dunotter Caſtle! Where young and old, of both ſexes 
(fick or well, it was all one) were thruſt together be- 
tween bare walls, and that in the heat of Summer, with= 
out a poſſibility of either lying or ſitting ; yea without 


any convenience of any kind! till many of them, 


through Hunger, Thirſt, Heat, and Stench, were ſet 
at liberty by Death! Conſidering this; conſidering how 
many others were hunted over their native mountains, 
and ſhot whenever they were overtaken, with no more 
Ceremony. than beaſts: Conſidering the drowning, 


hanging, cutting off of limbs, and various Arts of tor- 
turing, which were practiſed by order of King Charles, - 


and often in the preſence of King James, who ſeemed to 
enjoy ſuch Spectacles ; It would be no wonder, if the 
very name of an Exgliſbman was had in abomination from 


the Tweed to the Orkneys. 
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Set Wodrow': Hiſtory of the Sufferings of the Church of Scotland.” 
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14 THOUGHTS UPON LIBERTY. 


19. But is this the caſe at preſent with Us? Are we 
abridged of our Religious Liberty? His late Majeſty 
was deſired, about thirty years ago, to take a ſtep of this 
kind, But his anſwer was worthy of a King, yea the 
King of a free people, © I tell ou while 15 on the 
* Engliſ throne, no man ſhall be perſecuted for con- 
C ſcience ſake.” And it is certain, he made his promiſe 
good from the beginning of his reign to the end. But 

perhaps the caſe is altered now. Does his preſent Majeſty 

tread in his eps ? Does be perſecute no man for con- 
_ ſcience ſake? F he does, where is the man? I do not aſk, 
Whom has he committed to the flames, or cauſed to 
die by the common Hangman? Or, Whom has he 
cauſed to die many Deaths, by hunger and thirſt, cold 
and nakedneſs ? But whom has he tortured, or thruſt into 
2 dungeon, yea or impriſoned at all, or fined, for 
worſhiping Gop according to his own Conſcience, in 
the Preſbyterian, or any other way? O compare King 
Charles, Gracious Charles the Second, with King George - 
And you will know the value of the Liberty you 
enjoy. . 7 * | ; pe: 


20. In the name of wonder, what religious Liberty 
can you defire, or even conceive, which you have not 
already? Where is there a Nation in Europe, in the ha- 
bitable world, which enjoys ſuch Liberty of Confcience 
as the Engliſß I will be bold to ſay, there is nothing 
like it in Holland, in Germany (Proteſtant or Popiſh), 
in Either the Proteſtant or Popiſh Cantons of Switzerland ; 
NO, nor in any country under the Sun. Have we not in 
England full ny chuſe any Re 1 yea, or no 
. at all? To have no more Religion —than 2 
Hottentot ſhall I ſay? Nay; no more than a bull or a 
ſwine ? Whoever therefore in England ſtretches his throat, 


and bawls for more Religious Liberty, muſt be totally 
void of ſhame, and can have no Excuſe but want of 


__ underſtanding. 


21. But 
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21. But is not the ground of this vehement Outery, 


That we are deprived of our Civil Liberty? What is 


Ciwil Liberty * A Liberty to enjoy our Lives and 
Fortunes in our own way: to uſe our Property, what- 
ever is legally our own, according to our own choice. 
«© And can you deny, that we are robbed of this 
Liberty? Who are? Certainly I am not. I pray, 
do not face me down that I am : Do not argue me out 
of my ſenſes. If the Great Turk, or the King of France, 
wills that a man ſhould die, with or without cauſe, die 
he muſt. And inſtances of the kind continually occur : 
But no ſuch inſtances occur in Eagland. I am in no 


more danger of death from King George, than from the 


Queen of Hungary, And if I ſtudy to be quiet and mind 
my own buſineſs, I am in no more danger of loſing my 
Liberty than my Life. No, nor my Property; I mean, 
by any act of the King. If this is in any degree invaded, 
it is not by the King, or his Parliament, or Army; but 
by the good Patriots. god | 


Hark ! Is Hell or Bedlam broke looſe ? What roaring 
is that, loud as the waves of the ſea? * It is the Patriot 
Mob.“ What do they want with u, Why do they 
flock about my Houſe ? ** Make haſte | Illuminate your 
„ windows, in honour of Mr. W:/tes.”” I can't in con- 
ſcience : I think it is moneys vice. Then they 
4 will all be broken.“ That 1s, in plain Eel, Give 
them twenty ſhillings, or they will rob you of ive pounds, 
Here are Champions for the laws of the land! For 
Liberty and Property] O vile Horſe-guards ! 


« That dared, fo grinr and terrible, to” advance 
Their miſcreated fronts athwart the way!“ 


Cy | True, | 
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16 THOUGHTS UPON LIBERTY. 

True, they did nothing, and ſaid nothing. Yet (in 
default of the Civil Powers, who did not concern them- 
ſelves with the matter) they -hindered the Mob from 
finiſhing their work. | E | 


322. Why then theſe men, inſtead of any way 
abridging it, plainly preſerved my Liberty and Pro- 
perty. And by their benefit, not the Care of thoſe to 
whom it properly belonged, I ſtill enjoy full Civil Li- 
berty. I am free to live in every reſpect, according to 
my own choice. My Life, my Perſon, my Property, are 
ſafe. I am not murdered, maimed, tortured at any 
man's pleaſure: I am not thrown into priſon. I am not 
manacled: See, I have not one fetter, either on my 
hands or feet. And are not you as free as I am? Are 
not you at liberty to enjoy the fruit of your la- 
bours? Who hinders you from doing it ? Does King 
George ? Does Lord North ? Do any of his Majeſty's 
- Officers or Soldiers? No, nor any man living. Per- 
haps ſome would hinder you, if you ated FOnw ary 
to Law : But this is not Liberty; it is Licentiouſ- 
neſs, Deny the fact Who can: Am not I free to u 
my ſubſtance according to my oꝗ3n Diſcretion ? And 
do not you enjoy the ſelft-ſame Freedom? Vou cannot, 
ner dare not, deny it, At this hour l am at full liberty, 
to uſe my Property as I pleaſe. And ſo are Jeu: You 
do, in ſact, uſe your Houſe, your Goods, your Land, 
as is right in your own eyes. Does any. one take them 
from you? No; nor does any one reſtrain you from the 
full enjoyment of them. What then is the matter: 
What 1s it you are making all this pother about? Why 
are you thus wringing your hands, and ſcreaming, to the 
terror of your quiet neighbours, ** Deſtruction! Slavery ! 
„Bondage! Help, Countrymen'! Our Liberty is de- 
«: ſtroyed We are ruined, chained, fettered, undone !”? 
Fettered ! How? Where are the fetters, but in your own 
imagination ? 'There are none, either on your hands, or 
mine, Neither you nor I can ſhew to any man in his. 
25 = | ſeaſes, 
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ſenſes; that we have one chain upon us, even fo big as 
a knitting-needle, / k 


r 


eee, 


r ate ene 


23. I do not ſay, That the Miniſtry are without fault; 
or that they have done all things well, But ſtill I aſk, 
What is the Liberty which we want? It is not Civil or 

Religious Liberty. Theſe we have in ſuch a degree as 

was never known before, not from the times of Wiligm 
- the Conqueror *, But all this is nothing: this will never 
Wy ſiatisfy the bellua multorum capitum. That many-headed 
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beaſt, the People, roars for Liberty of another 
kind. Many want Indian Liberty, the liberty of cutting 
throats, or of driving a brace of balls through the 3s 
of thoſe ugly-looking fellows, whom they cannot abide: 
the ſight of. Many more want the old High-/and Liberty, 
the. convenient liberty of plundering. Many others 
there are, who want the Libery of War, of borrowing 
- their Neighbour's Wives or Daughters. And not a few 
(though they do not always avow it) the Liberty of mur- 
dering their Prince. | | 36, 8 


24. If yeu are a reaſonable man, a man of real 
Honour, and conſequently want none of theſe, I beg to 
know, What would you have? Conſider the thing 
calmly. What Liberty can you reaſonably defire, which 
you do not already enjoy ? What is the matter with 
u? And with multitudes of the good people, both 
in England and Ireland That they are crying and groan- 
ing, as if they were chained to an oar, or barred up in 
the dungeons of the Inquiſition ! The plain, melancholy. 
truth is this: There is a general Infatuation, which: 
ſpreads, like an overflowing ſtrean, from one end of the 
land to the other. And a man muſt have great Wiſdom 
and great Strength, or he will be carried away by the 
torrent. But how can we acceunt for this Epidemie 


5 * If the famous Middlſex Election was an exception to thisz ye 
# '. obſerve, One Swalluw makes no Summer. | | | 
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' Madneſs? For it deſerves no better name. We muſt not 


dare to give the leaſt intimation, that the Devil has any 
thing to do with it. No! This en/ightened age is too wiſe 
to believe that there is any Devil in being. Satan, avaunt! 
We have driven thee back into the land of ſhadows, 
Keep thou among thy own kindred ; . | 


Wich Hydra's, Gorgons, and Chimera's dire.“ 


4 Suppoſe it then to ben purely natural Phznomenon 11 


aſk again, How can we account for it? I apprehend, if 
we could diveſt ourſelves of Prejudice, it might be done 
very eaſily; And that, without concerning ourſelves 
with the hidden Springs of Action, the Motives or In- 
tentions of men. Letting theſe alone, is there not a viſi- 
ble, undeniable Cauſe, which is quite adequate to the 
effec? Th: good People of England have, for ſome. 
years paſt, been continually fed with Poiſon. Doſe after 
doſe has been adminiſtered to them, for fear the firſt, or 
ſecond, or tenth, ſhould not ſuffice, of a poiſon whoſe 
natural effect is, to drive men out of their ſenſes. Is 
<«. the Centaur not fabulous? Neither is Circ#s Cup. See 
how, in every County, City, and Village, it is now 
turning quiet, reaſonable men, into wild bulls, bears, 
and tigers! But, to lay Metaphor aſide, how long have 
the public Papers repreſented one of the beſt of Princes 
as if he had been one of the worſt, as little better than 
Caligula, Nero, or Domitian? Theſe were followed by 
Pamphlets of the ſame kind, and aiming at the ſame 
point, to make the King appear odious, as well as con- 
temptible, in the eyes of his ſubjects. Letters ſucceed, 
wrote in fine Language, and with exquiſite art; but 
filled with the Gall of bitterneſs. (“ Ves, but not 
againſt the King; Junius does not ſtrike at Him, but at 
the evil Adminiſtration.” Thin pretence! Does not 
every one ſce the blow is aimed at the King through the 
ſides of his Ministers?) All theſe are conveyed, week 
aſter week, through all Landon and all the Nation. Can 

2. „ e any 


— 
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any man wonder at the effect of this? What ean be 
more natural? What can be expected, but that they who 
drink in theſe Papers and Letters with all greedineſs, 
will be thoroughly embittered with and inflamed thereby 4 | 
Will firſt deſpiſe and then 'abhor the King? What can 
we expect, but that by the repeated doſes of this poiſon 
they will be perfectly intoxicated, and only wait for a 
convenient ſeaſon to tear in pieces the Royal. Monſter! 
(as they think him) and all his Adherent ? 
25. At preſent there are Hindrances in the way, ſo 
that they cannot uſe their teeth as they would. One 
is, an untoward Parliament, who au net look upon the 
King with the ſame eye that they do; but ſtill think he 
has no more deſign or deſire to enſlave the nation, than 
to burn the City of London. A ſtill greater hindrance is 
The Army: Even Lions and Bears do not chuſe to en- 
counter Them, ſo that theſe men of War do really at this. 


time preſerve the Peace of the nation. What then can 


be done before the People cools, that this precious op- 
portunity be not loſt” What indeed, but to prevail 
upon the King to diſſolve his Parliament and diſband his 
Army? Nay, let the Parliament ſtay as it is 3 it will 
ſuffice to diſband the Army. If theſe Redcoats were but 
out of the way, the Mob would foot deal with. the 
Parliament. Probatumeſt : Nothing is more eaſy than to 
keep maligrant members from the Houſe, Remember Lord 
| North not long ago; this was a taſte, a ſpecimen of their. 
activity. What then would they not do if they were: 
Malters of the field, if none were left to oppoſe theſn 2: 
Would not the Avenues of both Houſes be fo well 
guarded, that none but Patriots would dare to ap- 
proach ? 5 TEE V 


F . #7 &# 645.4 34 b. + 

26. But (as often as you have heard the contrary al- 
firmed) King George has too much underſtanding, to throw 
himſelf into the hands of thoſe men who have given full 
proof chat they bear him no great Godd - will. Nor has he 
„5 5 | | re . ſon 
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reaſon to. believe that they are much more fond of his 
Office than of his Perſon. They are not vehemently 
fond of Monarchy itſelf, whoever. the Monarch be. 
Therefore neither their good nor ill words will induce. 
him, in haſte, to leap into the fire with his eyes open. 


27. But can any thing be done to open the eyes, to re- 
ſore the ſenſes, of an infatuated nation? Not unleſs the 
ſtill. renewed, ſtill- operating Cauſe of that infatuation, 
- can be removed. But how is it poſſible to be removed, 
unleſs by reftraining the licentiouſneſs of the Preſs? And 
is not this Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe? Let us 
weigh this matter a little. There was an antient Law in 
Scotland, which made Lea/ing-making a Capital Crime. 
By Leaſing-making was meant, Telling ſuch evi/ful lies, 

as tended to breed diſſention between the King and his 
Subjects. What pity but there ſhould be ſuch a Law 
enacted in the preſent Seſſion of Parliament? By our 

eſent Laws a man is puniſhable for publiſhing even 
Eruch, to the detriment of his Neighbour. This I 
would not wiſh. But ſhould he not be puniſhed, who pub · 
liſhes palpable lies? And ſuch lies as manifeſtly tend to 
breed diſſention between the King and his Subjects ? 
Such, with a thouſand more, was that bare-faced lie of 
the King's burſting out into laughter before the City Ma- 
giſtrates! Now does not the publiſher of this lie deſerve 
to loſe his ears more than a common knight of the poſt ? 
And if he is liable to no puniſhment for a crime of ſo 
miſchievous a nature, what a grievous defect is in our 
law ? And how loud does it call for a remedy ? 


28, To return to the point whence we ſet out. You 
ſee whence aroſe this outcry for Liberty, and theſe diſ- 
mal complaints that we are robbed of our Liberty 
echoing through the land. It is plain to every unpreju- 
judiced man they have not the leaſt foundation, We 
enjoy at this day throughout thefe Kingdoms ſuch Li- 
berty, Civil and Religious, as no cther Kingdom or 
22 : Common- 
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Common- wealth in Europe, or in the world, enjoys: And 


ſuch as our Anceſtors never enjoyed from the Conqueſt. 


to the Revolution. Let us be thankful for it to God 
and the King! Let us not, by our vile Unthankfulneſs, 
yea, our Denial that we enjoy it at all, provoke the King 
of Kings to take it away. By one ſtroke, by taking to 
himſelf that Prince whom we know not how to value, 
He might change the ſcene, and put an end to our Civil 
as well as Religious Liberty, Then would be ſeen who 
were Patriots, and who were not ; who were real Lovers 


of Liberty and their Country. The Gop of Love re- 


move that day far from us! Deal not with us according 
to our deſervings ; but let us know, at leaſt in this our 
day, the things which make for our peace oe 


* 


February 24, 1772. 
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